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MR. d’aLBERTIS on BIRDS FROM NEW GUINEA. [Mar. 4, 


Fig. 42. Columhella {At ilia) nivcomar- 
ginataj p. 208. 

43. {Zafra) suhvitrea^ p. 209. 

44-446. {Amyela^ p.210. 

45, Aba. Nassa (Zeiuvis) siq?dJoren$iSj 

p. 210. 

46. {Hu?ia) acuiidcndatcty 

p. 212. 

47* ( ) lutcola, p. 212. 

48. Coral Uophilajeffrcgsiij p. 21 3, 


Fig. 49. Miira {Costellaria) fusco- 
apieata, p, 214. 

50. ( ) collinsoniy p. 215. 

51. ( ) gotocnsh, p. 215. 

52. {Fusia) (smulay p. 215. 

53, bZa. ( ) incrvm, p. 216. 

54. Cancellarxa japonica^ p. 216. 

55. Olioa ( Olivella spreta). p. 216. 

56. Ancillaria inornataj p. 217. 


March 4, 1879. 

Prof. W. II. Flower, F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 

The Secretary made the following report on the additions to the 
Society’s Menagerie during February 1879 : — 

The total number of registered additions to the Society’s Mena- 
gerie during the month of February was 47, of which 3 were by 
birth, 20 by presentation, 18 by purchase, 4 were received in ex- 
change, and 2 on deposit. The total number of departures during 
the same period, by death and removals, was 83. 

The most noticeable additions during the month were : — 

1. A Purple-crested Touracon (JCorytliaix porpliyreolopha)^ 
sented by the Rev. J. A. Gould, F.Z.S., February 4. 

On his return from Natal Mr. Gould was kind enono:h to brina: 

o o 

US the first example of this beautiful Touracon which has been re- 
ceived alive by the Society. The bird was obtained from a person 
on board the Zanzibar mail-steamer, and is doubtless from Mozam- 
bique, or from some part of the East-African coast. 

2, A very beautiful Iguanoid Lizard (kindly determined by 
Dr. Giinther as Crotophylus xoislezeni, Baird and Girard) from New 
iNIexico, presented by Lieut. -Col. Ralph Vivian, F.Z.S., on the 18th 
February, which has unfortunately died since its receipt by the Society. 


Mr. Selater laid before the Meeting examples of two rare Fruit- 
Pigeons {Carpopliaga van-wicki^ Cassin, and C. rhodinolcema y Sch), 
and pointed out, in reference to some recent remarks by Dr. Finsch 
on these birds i^antehy p. 13), that though nearly allied, they were 
by no means conspecific, C. rhodinolcema being altogether smaller 
in size, and having a dark-green back. 

]\Ir. Selater had no doubt that the bird obtained by Mr. Hiibner 
in the Dnke-of-York group would turn out to be (7. vanwycki^ not 
(7. rhodinolcema. 


Mr. L. M. D’ Albertis, C.M.Z.S., exhibited some new and rare 
birds from his recent expedition up the Fly River, New Guinea, 
amongst wdiich were a series of Paradise-birds, apparently inter- 
mediate between Paradisea apoda and P. raggiana^ and examples of 
Cyclopsittacus cervicalis, Meyacrex inepta^ Cinclosoma ajax^ and 
other little-known species. 


1879.] 
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1 ^ ^'ice-President, exhibited (on be- 

half of Mr. John Robinson, of Trinity Hall, Cambridge) a specimen 
ot bi/lvia msoria, remarking : — * 

» This specimen was formerly the property of iMr. Germanv. for 
many years the highly-respected porter of Queens’ College, who in 
the course of a long life formed a considerable collection of birds 
nearly .all obtained by himself in .and near Cambridge, and also 
stuffed by himself. At his death, more than twenty years ago, it 
passed, with in any others of his specimens, into the possession of an 
old friend of his, Mr. Elij.ah Tarrant, of whom Mr. John Robinson, an 
undergraduate of Trinity Hall, bought it about a twelvemonth since. 
Up to this time no one seems to have known what the bird was 
though some ingenious person had hazarded the suggestion that it 
was a v.ariety of the Nightingale. Soon after, it was seen by Mr. 
rredenck Bond, F.Z.S., who at once recognized it as Sylvia nisoria, 
and Avas good enough to advise its being shown to me. It was 
accordingly brought to me by Mr. Doggett, a bird-stuffer at Cam- 
bridge, in whose bauds Mr. Robinson had placed it for remountiii- • 
and 1 immediately made all the inquiries I could about it. It 
appears that it was shot by Germany, a long time before his death, 
in a garden at a place known as « P.aradise,” not far from Queens’ 
College, larrant tells me that he remembers seeing it directly^ after 
it was mounted, if not before the skin was taken off, and that Germany 
said he had much difficulty in shooting it, owing to the thick foliage 
in which the bird kept, being obliged at last to fire when it was so 
close to him that i t was greatly damaged by the shot. Any one who 
examines the specimen ivill see that its condition corroborates this last 
statement, .as it has lost a considerable number of feathers from the 
head especially near the gape, .and several rectrices are wanting. 
But I see no reason for doubting any particular of the story as told 
to me. I have satisfied myself that on the part of no one has there 
been .an attempt to make money out of it; and in further confirma- 
tion thereof I would call attention to the glass eve which has been 
inserted into the specimen. This has the iris of a pale yellow 
which we knefw to be the colour in Sylvia nisoria, but a colour so 
uncommon in species of the family that an English bird-stuffer 
would hardly have thought of using it had he not been prompted by 
finding an iris of this colour in the bird when fresh. I may add that 
the specimen, from its plumage, seems to have been a male ; and, so 
tar as J. arrant recollects, it was shot in spring or early summer; but 
as Its death took place possibly forty years ago, he cannot be at 
all certain on this point.” 


The follow'ing papers were read : — 


